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notice described in paragraph (3) of this
subsection '(H) was mailed, ownership of
the abandoned vehicle shall vest in CSD

after a duly noticed hearing and declara-

tion of abandonment by a circuit court
judge. The CSD may sell an abandoned
vehicleé at public auction or by bid. Proceeds
ghall be paid into the Enforcement Trust
Fund.

(Ord. No. 93-77,§ 1, 7-29-93)

- Secs. 31-117-31-200. Reserved.

ARTICLE IV. SPECIAL TRANSPORTATION
SERVICE CARRIERS

Sec. ~31-20)1. Transportation policy. -

To assure the development and maintenance of
a safe, healthy and efficient passenger transpor-
tation system for Dade County, the Commission
hereby enacts the following regulations pertain-
ing to the operation of special transportation
service carriers operating in Dade County pursu-
ant to contracts with Metropolitan Dade County
to provide Metro-Dade Transit Agency services.
(Ord. No. 91-180, § 2, 11-5-91)

Sec. 31-202. Deﬁnitions.

~ For the purposes of th:s article, the followmg.

definitions shall apply:
(a) Special transportation sen’:ices certificate of

transportation means the holder thereof

may engage in providing the special trans-
portation services described thereon and
emﬁstentwiththemmdrmchms
contained in the applicable Metropolitan
DtdeCountyeontractrdatmgthatto.

Chauffeur means a duly licensed driver
registered with and authorized by the Con-
sumer Services Department to operate a
special h-ansport,at;on services vehicle.

Commission means the Board of County
Commissioners of Dade County, Florida.

Common carrier means any motor carrier
who holds his services out to the public.

()

(c)

(@)
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(e) Special transportation services means any
transportation services provided by a mo-
- tor carrier, for compensation, to passengers
with disabilities, including non-ambula-
tory individuals who use wheelchairs, or
individuals who are eligible for Medicaid as
determined by the Florida Department of
Health and Rehabilitative Services, pursu-
ant to a written contract with Metropolitan
Dade County for the provisxon of Metro-
Dade Transit Agency services or pursuant
to a written contract with a broker which
has a written contract with Metropolitan
Dade County for the provision of Metro-
Dade Transit Agency services.

County Manager means the chief executive
officer and head of the administrative branch
of the County government as provided in
Article III of the Home Rule Charter of
Metropolitan Dade County, Florida.

Director means the Dade County Con-
sumer Servwes Department director.

For. oompensatxon means for money, prop-
erty, service or anything else of value.

Operate means providing transportation ser-

- vices for compensation utilizing a special
transportation services motor vehicie pur-
suant to a contract with Metwpohtan Dade
County for the pﬂmston of Metro-Dade
Transit Agency services.

Operator means any person who has been
issued a special transportation services cer-
tificate of transportation in accordance with
the provisions of this article. .

CSD means the Dade County Consumer
Services Department.

Spec;al trcnaportatwn services motor car-
rier or motor carrier means any person
owning, controlling, operating or managing
anymotnrvehcleusedmthebumessof
providing special transportation services
for compensation pursuant to a contract
with Metropolitan Dade Oonnty for the
provision of Metro-Dade Transit Agency
services.

Permit means an operating permit autho-
rizing the holder thereof to utilize the mo-

®
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tor vehicle described in said permit to pro-

vide Special transportation services to

passengers as authorized by a special trans-
portation services certificate issued pursu-
ant to this article.

Person means any individual, corporation,
firm, partnership, limited partnership, as-

. sociation or joint stock association.

(o)

Registration means a chauffeur's registra-

- tion authorizing the holder thereof to oper-

(p)

* ate passenger motor vehicles subject to the

provisions of this article.
Street means any public street, avenue,

- road, boulevard, alley, lane, highway, side-

(@)

(r)

(s)

(t)

Supp. No. 16

walk, public park, viaduct or other public
place located in the County and established
for the use of motor vehicle.

MDTA means the Metro-Dade Transit
Special transportation services motor vehi-
cle. means any chauffeur-driven motor ve-
hicle engaged in providing special transpor-
tation services to passengers with
disabilities, including non-ambulatory indi-
viduals who use wheelchairs, or individu-
als who are eligible for Medicaid as deter-
mined by the Florida Department of Health
and Rehabilitative Services, pursuant to a

contract with Metropolitan Dade County -

for the provision of Metro-Dade Transit
Agency services.

Sedan means a special transportation ser-
vices motor vehicle, not equipped with a
taximeter, with at least four (4) doors and
providing seating accommodations for not
more than eight (8) persons, exclusive of
driver. ’

Broker means any person who has entered
into a contract with Metropolitan Dade
County to provide specified administrative
services only related to the provision of

_transportation services, for compensation,

to passengers with disabilities, including
non-ambulatory individuals who use wheel-
chairs, or individuals who are eligible for
Medicaid as determined by the Florida
Department of Health and Rehabilitative
Services.

4773

(u) Service provider means any person who
has entered into a contract with a broker to

cludmg non-ambulatory individuals who
use_wheelchairs, or individuals who are
eligible for Medicaid as determined by the
Florida Department of Health and Rehabil-
itative Services.

(v) Paratransit services means any transporta-
tion services provided for compensation to
passengers with disabilities by motor car-
riers between specific origins and destina-
tions selected by an individual user at a
certain time that is agreed upon by the
user and the service provider.

(w) The Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990
or the ADA means the civil rights act signed
into law on July 26, 1990 as Public Law
101-386, 104 Stat. 327, as the same may be
amended from time to time.

(x) The ADA-defined area of Dade County means
the complementary paratransit service area
as required by the ADA or any federal
regulations established pursuant to the ADA.
The service area includes an area with a
width of three-fourths of a mile on each
side of each of Dade County’s fixed bus
routes and an area consisting of a circle
with a radius of three-fourths of a mile
around each Metrorail station. - ,

(y) Paratransit passenger means an individual
receiving paratransit services who has a
physical or mental impairment as defined
by the ADA that substantially limits one or
more of the major life activities of such
individual, has a record of such impair-
ment or has been regarded as having such
an impairment.

(Ord. No. 91-180, § 2, 11-5-91; Ord. No. 92-101, §
1, 9-15-92; Ord. No. 95-221, § 4, 12-5-95)

Sec. 31-203. Special transportahon services
certificate of transportation.

(a) Required. From and after the effective date
of this article, it shall be unlawful for any person
touse,dnveoroperateortouuseorpmtany
otherpersontouse, drive or operate any special
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transportation services motor vehicle for compen-

sation upon the streets of Dade County without
first obtaining a Dade County special transporta-

tion services certificate of transportation, a certif-
icate issued pursuant to Article III of this chapter,
aforhxrelimsemsuedpnrsnanttomden of
this chapter, or a certificate issued pursuant to
Article III of Chapter 4 of the Code of Metropoli-
tan Dade County, and maintaining it current and
valid, pursuant to the provisions of this article,
unless specifically excluded from this article.

Nothing in this .article shall be construed to
prohibit:

(1) Discharge within Dade County of any pas-

senger lawfully picked up in another County.

(2) Pick up of a paratransit passenger by a
provider of pratransit services that is duly
licensed and legally authorized to provide
paratransit services in a County adjacent
to Dade County, provided that such county

‘ hasdeurmnedthatthepmengensehgx
ble for paratransit services and such pas
senger:spxckedupmthmtheADA—deﬁned
area of Dade County. A paratransit service

- provider shall not be required to obtain a
Dade County Certificate of public conve-
nience and necessity for such purpose, nor
shall a chauffeur of such paratransit vehi-
cle be required to obtain a Dade County
for-hire chauffeur's registration.

(b) Application contents. Every application for
a special transportation services certificate shall
be in writing, signed and sworn to by the appli-
cant, and shall be filed with the CSD. The state-
ments contained in the application shall become a
part of the certificate and may be modified only in
accordance with this article. The application shall
be on a form provided by CSD and shall contain
all information required thereon, including but
not limited to:

(1) Sufficient information to identify the appli-
cant.

(2) The class of transportation service to be
authorized under this article, routes, ter-
mini, schedules, etc., and a brief descrip-
tion of the kinds of and types of vehicles,

Supp. No. 16
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seatzng capacity of the vehicles, seating
arrangements, and size a.nd gross weight

- thereof.

3)

4)

(5)

6)

)

8

9)

(10)

(11)

(12)

(13)

The trade name under which the applicant
intends to operate and a description of the
proposedvehxcleeolors numbers and mark-
The applicant's management plan includ-
ing but not limited to maintenance facili-
ties, a system for handling eomplamts and
accidents, a driver training program, insur-
ance eoverage, and a communication sys-
tem.

The applicant's proposed service stan-
dards, including but not limited to days
and hours of operation, and passenger ser-
vices to be provided.

The applicant's proposed initial public fare
and rate structure.

A record of all present and prior transpor-
tation business activities of the applicant
during the past five (5) years.

A record of all crimes (excluding traffic) of

-which the applicant has been canvicted

within five (5) years preceding the date of
the application. The applicant shall have
his/her fingerprints gnd photograph taken
by the Metro-Dade Police Department.

Two &)m&trefammcludmgatleast
one (1) bank where the applicant main-
tains an active account. . :

Anmveshgahveandprocessmgfeewhxch
shall be nonrefundable.

Anagnementonthepaﬂoftheapphant
to conform to and abide by the provisions of
thisarﬁcleandth'elawsofthesuteof
Florida.

The applicant's current financial state-
ment. If the applicant has an existing cer-
tified financial statement, the most current
certified financial statement is required.
A factual statement indicating the antici-
pated market to be served and such other
pertinent information as the applicant may
desire to present to support his apphcahon
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(14) A factual statement suppomng the eco-
nomic feasibility of the services proposed to
be provided, including estimated ridership,
fare revenue, and operating expenses for
the first year of operation.

* (15) An operational plan for nmplementmg the
proposed services.

(16) A public notice which shall contain a bnef

summary of the subject matter of the ap-

plicant including a brief description of the
type of service proposed and the geograph-
ical area to be served.

(c) Application review. The Director, or his or
her designee, shall review and investigate each
application submitted pursuant to this article.
Such investigation shall include a Metro-Dade
Police Department background check including,
but not limited to, past business credit or finan-
cial standing and law enforcement records.

(d) Certification criteria and process. The Di-
rector shall determine if the requested certificate
is consistent with the following public interest
criteria.

(1) That the applicant is fit, willing and able,
in accordance with the requirements of this
section, to provide the transportation to be
authorized by the certificate.

(2) The transportation to be provxded under
the requested certificate is consistent with
. the public interest.

(3) That the proposed transportatxon service
‘will improve the quality of transportahon
available to the public. -

The Director may authorize or refuse to authorize

the certificate applied for, or may authorize a
certificate with such modifications or upon such
terms ‘and eond:twnsasmhas:udmentthe
public interest may require. The Director shall
not issue a special transportation services certif-
icate to an applicant until such applicant is awarded

' am&actbyMe&opohtanDadeCmtytopro— :

vide Metro-Dade Transit Agency services.
(e) Further requirements. No certificate shall
be issued unless the applicant has:
(1) Paid an annual certificate fee for the right
to operate special transportation services
motor vehicles;

(2) Presented proof of insurance as required by
Section 31-206 of this article; and

(3) Passed all required vehicle inspections.
Failure on the part of the applicant to complete

- this process within ninety (90) days after notifi-

cation of contract award shall cause the certifi-
cate not to be issued and the County’s approval to
be automatically revoked.

(D Form of certificate. Each certificate shall be
on a form developed by CSD and shall be signed

by the Director. Each certificate shall contain, at .

a minimum, the name and address of the appli-

" cant, a statement of the transportation service

authorized, the passenger capacity of the vehicles
towhzch:tapphes,andsuch additional terms,
conditions, provisions, and limitations as were

authonudmtheapprwalproeess

@® Renewal. All certificates shall be renewed
before April 1 of each year by payment of an
annual certificate fee. All fees provided for in this
section shall be in addition to any other license
fees or charges and shall not be prorated for
fractional parts of a year. All certificates that are
not renewed shall automatically expire and all

* certificate transportation services rendered there-

mder:hanmmediatelyeeaseasoprﬁll

Q)MsferofuruﬁwtaNocel'ﬁﬁuteisued
pursuant to this article may be sold, assigned,
transferred, leased, or its ownership structure
changedoraltendsoastoresultinacbangeor
the possibility of a change in the control of said
certificate to another.

(Ord. No. 91-130, § 2, 11-5-91; Ord. No. 95-221, §
4, 12.5-85)

Sec. 31-204. Opmﬁngpu'mits.

(a)Aita-apetsonhassecuredaeerhﬁateor :

license hersunder and before any special trans-
portation services motor vehicle shall be operated
under authority of such certificate or license, such
person shall make separate application to CSD

for a permit for each motor vehicle to be operated:

pursuant to said certificate. Each permit applica-
tion shall be in writing, verified by the certificate

_holder and shall contain the name and address of

the applicant, the date and title of the contract
pursuant to which such transportation services

Supp. No. 16 4774.1
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are authorized, the certificate number and the
make, type, year of manufacture, serial number,
State license plate number, VIN number, and
seating capacity of each motor vehicle for which a
permit is desired. Upon payment of a permit fee,
theCSDshallusuetotheapphcantape:mt
provided that the vehicle for which the permit is
sought complies with the minimum safety reqmre-
ments and vehicle standards set forth in this
articlé. provided that the vehicle to be permitted
is the type of vehicle authorized by such certifi-
cate, and is insured according to Section 31-206 of
this article.

Hthe vehxcle for which a permxt is being songht
is a motor vehicle that is specially designed,
constructed, reconstructed, or equipped to pro-
vide nonemergency medical transportation ser-
vices, such vehicle must meet each of the vehicle
standards enumerated in Section 4-49 of the Code
of Metropolitan Dade County. If the vehicle for
which a permit is being sought is a sedan, such
vehicle must meet each of the vehicle standards
enumerated in Section 81-89 of the Code of Met-
ropelitan Dade County. Finally, if the vehicle for
wbxchapermtxsbmgsonghtpursuanttoth;s
section is a chauffeur-driven motor vehicle less
than thirty-one (31) feet in length and with a
rated seated capacity of less than twenty-nine
(29) persons and more than eight (8) persons,
exclusive of driver, such vehicle must meet each of
the safety regulations enumerated, or adopted by
reference, in Sections 31-107 and 31-207 of the
Code of Metropolitan Dade County.

(b) Each permit issued hereunder shall expire
April 1 of each year, and may be renewed upon
payment of the fee prescribed in subsection (a)
above. It shall be unlawful to operate any vehicle
required to have an operating permit without

such a current, valid penmt dnplayed within the
vehicle..

(¢) No permit shall be issued for the operation

of any vehicle, the condition of which would

interfere with or detract from the comfort, conve-
nience or safety of the passengers transported
therein. In the event any motor vehicle for which
a permit has been issued shall become unsafe to
operate or its body, lift, or seating facilities be-
come so damaged, deteriorated or unclean as to

render said vehicle unfit for public use, CSD may
suspend the permit therefor until such time as
the condition is remedxed. provided, however, that
no such shall be effective until the
permit holder or vehicle driver has received ac-
tual notice of the particular conditions to be
remedied.

(d) Each permit issued hereunder shall be sep-
arately numbered. The operating permit shall, at
all times, be displayed within the vehicle and
shall be available for inspection by any autho-
rized personnel or police officer.

" (e) Permitsissued hereunder shall not be trans-
ferable, leasable, or assignable.

(f) No certificate holder shall reconstruct, alter,
modify, add to or otherwise change the body,
seating capacity or seating arrangement after a
permit has been issued pursuant to this section,
unless and unti] the consent of the CSD shall first
have been obtained.

(g) Either the Consumer Services Department

- or the MDTA may limit the maximum number of

operating permits a certificate holder may obtain
pursuant to this section. -

(Ord. No. 91-130, § 2, 11-5-91; Ord. No. 92-66, § 3,
7-7-92)

Sec. 31-205. Chauffeur's registration.

© It shall be unlawful for any person to drive 2
specxal transportation service vehicle over any
street in Dade County without first having ob-
tained a chauffeur's registration from the CSD
pursuant to Chapter 31, Article V of this Code.
(Ord. No. 91-130, § 2, 11-5-91; Ord. No. 92-26, § 3,
4-21-92; Ord. No. 94-15, § 3, 1’-20-94)

Sec. 31-206. Financial responsibility and in-
surance requirements.

(a) No :pecnal transportation services motor

vehicle shall be permitted to operate without the
operator having first obtained and filed with CSD

. a certificate of insurance on forms provided by

CSD for each vehicle showing automobile liability
insurance coverage with limited liability no less
than one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000.00)
for one (1) passenger and three hundred thousand
dollars ($300,000.00) for all passengers for inju-

Supp No 16 _v 4774.2
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ries or death arising out of any one (1) occurrence,
and fifty thousand dollars ($50,000.00) for dam-
ages to property arising out of any one (1) occur-

‘rence. Any vehicle with a seating capacity in
excess of fifteen (15) shall provide additional
minimum limit for injury or death of ten thou-
sand dollars ($10,000.00) per passenger seat of
each vehicle.

(b) The insurance required in this section shall
be written by an insurance company authorized

to do business in the State of Florida. Such

company must be rated no less than "B" as to
management, and no less than "Class V" as to
financial strength, by the latest edition of Best's
Insurance guide, published by A.M. Best Com-
pany, Oldwick, New Jersey, or its equivalent,
subject to the approval of the Dade County Risk
Management Division; or the company must hold

- a valid Florida Certificate of Authority as shown
in the latest “List of All Insurance Compames

- Authorized or Approved to do Business in Flori-
da", issued by the State of Florida Department of
Insurance and be a member of the Florida Guar-
anty Fund.

(c) The certificate of insurance shall be en-
dorsed to provide for thirty (80) days notice by
registered mail of any material change, cancella-

. tion or expiration. Nopohcywﬂlbeaoeeptedfora
shorter period than six (6) months.
(Ol‘d No. 91-130 § 2, 11-5-81)

Sec. 31-207. Safety reg'ulatxons and inspec-
tion. ,

(a) Adoption; enforcement The Consumer Ser-
vices Department (CSD) shall adopt and enforce
all safety regulations of the United States Depart-
ment of Transportation that are applicable to pas-

Supp. No. 16 » 4774.3
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senger motor carriers and passenger motor ve-
hxcleeamexs,asreqmmdforoperatxonmmurban
area. Any operator applying for & certificate or
permit requiring or authorizing the use of a spe-

" cialized or unique vehicle, not contemplated in
United States Department of Transportation reg-
ulations, shall submit, subject to approval by CSD,
safety regulations for each specific type of vehicle
utoeq\npment.opemhon,mainmanee,mung
capacity and inspection of such vehicles, consis-
tent with the vehicle manufacturer specifications,
which must be submitted by the operator. The

~ CSD shall develop special standards to be applied
to motor vehicles older than five (5) years which
are operated as passenger motor vehicles in order
to assure that such vehicles are safe.

(b) Vehicle age. No vehicle older than fifteen
(15) model years shall be operated as a passenger
motor carrier.

(c) Inspection for compliance. CSD shall pro-
vide for inspection of each vehicle as follows for
compliance with the foregoing standards:

(1) If the vehicle is a motor vehicle that is spe-

cially designed, constructed, reconstructed,

ical
must be inspected in accordance with the

enumerated in Section 4-49(b)

requirements
of the Code of Metropolitan Dade County.

(2) If the vehicle is a sedan, such vehicle must -

be inspected in accordance with the require-
ments enumerated in Section 31-88(d) of the
Code of Metropolitan Dade County.

(3) Finally, if the vehicle is a chanffeur-driven

mhrwhidehn’thanthﬁvm@l)fut
in length and with a rated seated

- of less than twenty-nine (29) persons and -

more than eight (8) persons, exclusive of
dnver,mchveh:clemustbemlpectedin

accordance with the ts enumer-
ated in Section 31-107(c) of the Code of Met-
ropolitan Dade County.

CSD shall charge a fee for such inspections. In.

addxuontoregularmspecuons,theGSDmayalso
_ inspect any special transportation services motor
vehicle at any time. The results of each inspection
shall be recorded and a copy provided the oper-

Supp No. 7
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ator. Anyveh:defaxhnztomeetreqtﬁredsafety
standards [shall not be operated as a special trans-
portahonlervwecamerluntxlmchtimeasthe

vehicle satisfactorily passes inspection.
(Ord. No. 91-180, § 2, 11-5-91; Ord. No. 92-66, § 8,
7-7.92)

Sec. 81.208, Rules for operation.

(a) Color scheme. Each operator shall adopt and
use, after approval by the CSD, a distinctive, uni-
form, and decorative color scheme for all special
transportation services motor carrier vehicles cer-
tified pursuant to this article. The CSD shall refuse.
to approve any proposed color scheme which will
infringe upon any color scheme already in use by
another operator. No other color scheme shall be
employed until approved by the CSD.

(b} Disgposal of personal property. Personal prop-
& passenger in any special transpor-
tation services motor vehicle shall, upon its dis-

covery by or delivery to the chauffeur of said
vohx&e,berwbdﬁnmdhtabhanddepoﬁﬁed
at the operator’s office,-where a record of the same
shall be maintained and the held for the

owner for a period of six (6) months, at the end of

‘which it shall become the property of the finder.

Theapentorsballberupmible for chauffeur

" (¢} Compliance with other legislation. Every op-
erator shall fully comply with all ordinances, rules -
and regulations of the County and all statutes of
the State of Florida applicable to the operation of

passenger motor vehicles.
@ Amsﬁzli&ofmviabthepubhc;m
bility of records for regulatory purposes. Each op-

Mnﬁnhinandlistwiﬂlmamﬂ
place of business, where a listed talephone number
is operative and where business records dnd daily
manifests set forth herein are kept.

(e) Records required. Each operator shall main-
tain accurate records of all financial and oper-
ating information as may be required by CSD.
CSDshanbemnudmwthenrmrdsfor :

theywinbecomepublicreeordsforthepurposeof.

4775
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revoeat.wn or suspension hearings, or, if required

by the Board of County Commissioners, for the
- purpose of approving or disapproving applications
for new certificates. Each operator shall annually
furnish financial and operating information to
CSD on forms and in the manner prescribed by
CSD.

() Antidiscrimination. No operator or chauf-
feur shall refuse or neglect to transport to and
from any place in the County any orderly person
requesting service regardless of race, sex, reli-
gion, national origin, age, marital status or hand-
icap, who is willing and able to pay the prescribed
fare.

(@) Vehicle numbenng system Each operator
shall adopt a vehicle numbering system approved

by CSD, which does not conflict with those in use

by other operators.

(h) Manifest or trip sheet required. Every oper-
ator shall maintain a manifest or trip sheet ona
form approved by CSD, which shall include, but
not be limited to, the following information on
each trip: Name of chauffeur, vehicle number,
date, time, origin, destination, nurhber of passen-
gers, and rate or fare. Operators shall not destroy,
mutilate, alter or otherwise deface any daily man-
be available for inspection and/or copying by CSD

or any police agency during regular business hours
and shallberetamedforthree(3)years.

~ (@) Prohibitions for operators. No operator shall:

(1) Knowmglyalloworpermtanypmonto
operate a special transportation services

motor vehicle while his ability or alertness

- is so0 impaired, oris likely to become im-
paired, through fatigue, illness, or any other
cause, as to make it unsafe for him to begin
or continue to operate the motor vehicle; or

(2) Permit or authorize any chauffeur or other
person to operate any special transporta-
tion services motor vehicle without that ve-
hicle’s current vahd certificate displayed
therein; or

(3) Operate or permit or authorize anyorie else
to operate any special transportation ser-
vices motor vehicle unless and until that

Supp. No. 7
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~ person is issued a chauffeur's _r'egistrafion
in accordance with Section 31-105.

() Vehicle prohibitions. Nooperatorshall allow

: vehiclespe;miwe_dunderthisal_'ﬁcleto:

(1) Stop, stand, park or await employment at a
marked taxicab stand.

(2) Display the word(s) “taxicab,” “taxi” or
“cab” on the vehicle exterior.

(3) Be equipped with a taximeter.

(4) Operate as a taxicab, as defined in the
County Code.

(k) Mdvertzsmgmtnctad lNo operator shall use
for the purpose of advertising or requesting ser-
vices to be provided under this article telephone
number(s)that:susedtorequestorfumxshwnmb
services.

(Ord. No. 91-130, § 2, 11-5-91)

Sec. '81-20_9_. Enforcement.

(a) This article shall be enforced by authorized
personnel of CSD, and by the Metro-Dade Police
Department, and may be enforced by another po-
lice agency within Dade County. CSD shall pre-

-pare and distribute all authorized enforcement

agencies an enforcement manual outlining proce-
dures for the detection, reporting and issuance of
citations or deficiency reports for v:olatzons of this
article.

()] CSDsha]ldevelopadeﬁcieﬁcyorwaming
system through which operators are given written
notice of minor violations and a specified period of
time to correct same. For more serious or repeated
violations, CSD shall develop a citation form. Au-
thorized personnel will issue citations as official
notice of violations. Civil violations by chauffeurs
shall be processed under Chapter 8CC of the Code.

(c) Deficiency reports and/or citations ghall be
issued to the party responsible for the violation as
set forth in this article. Any person issued a defi-
uencyreportorauuhonshallmandawepnt
Notice is given to a chauffeur for a violation in-
volving the vehicle under his control shall be
deemed noueetotheoperator

(d) Whethera corporation, pattnershnp or asso-
ciation violates any of the provisions of this ar-

4776
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ticle, such viclation shall be deemed also to be
that of the individual officers, directors, partners
or agents of such corporation who have personally
authorized, personally ordered, or personally done
any of the actions constituting in whole or in part
such violation, and any such officer, director,
*  partner, or agent may be fined in the same manner
and to the same extent as herein provided for the
individual. .. |

(e) Notwithstanding the provisions of this sec-
tion, the Director may secure enforcement of the
provisions of this article by any legal action nec-
essary, such as application to any court for injunc-
tive relief or other appropriate relief.
(Ord. No. 91-180, § 2, 11-5-91; Ord. No. 94-15, § 8,
1-20-94)

Sec. 31-210. Penalties.

(a) In addition to any other penaities provided
by law, a fine not to exceed five hundred dollars
($500.00) may be imposed for each and every vio-
lation of the provisions of this article, provided
that viglations which result in fines pursuant to
this section shall not be the basis for revocation or
mspenﬁonpmaedingsmeptthatﬁve(ﬁ)orm
violations resulting in fines within any twelve

month period shall constitute grounds for revoca- -

~ tion or suspension proceedings.

~ (b). Failure to correct items recorded on a defi-
ciency report by the time deadline shall cause a
citation to be issued for each such item. In the
case of chauffeurs, for civil violations a citation
shallbelssuedunderChapterBCCoftheCode

© Emeeptfwchmﬁeursmgavﬂm]a
. tions, each person issued a citation shall within
ten (10) days either satisfy the citation by pay
mentmoftheﬁnesmdinmbm(a)
hereof or by filing a written request for & hearing
on the charges. Failure to do one of the foregoing
may result in revocation or suspension proceed-
maorpendmsmmrdaneew:thmheeﬁonm

@ Exeept for chauffeurs receiving
tions the hearings specified in subsection (c) hereof
shall be within the jurisdiction of the County Court
and the Clerk of the Court is hereby empowered
to dispose of the case and fines assessed through
normal procedures.
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(e Anyonewhoengagésapusengermotorve- ~

hicle with intent to defraud the chauffeur or op-

erator shall be in violation of this article and sub-

.Jecttotlgepenaltyprvndedforinmbsecﬁon(n

hereof.

4] V:olatxons of Section $1-208 of violation of
revocation or suspension ordered under Section
81-211 shall be punishable by fines of not less

" than two hundred and fifty dollars ($250.00) or

more than five hundred dollars ($500.00) and/or
imprisonment not to exceed ten (10) days.

(Ord. No. 91-130, § 2, 11—5-91, Ord. No. 94-15, § 3,
1-20-94)

Sec. 31-211. Suspension or revocation pro-
(a) Certificates; permits; registration. Except as’
certificates, permits, and reg- -

subject to suspension or revoution by the Di- -
rector as follows:

(1) Certificates. Uponnoheeandheanngas
" hereinafter specified when it shall appear
that:

a. The holder thereof has failed or ne-
glected to render the full service autho-
rized by the certified for a total period
of eight (8) months during any calendar

year;or - :

b. The holder thereof has been convicted
of a felony or any criminal offense in-
volving moral turpitude; or

c. Themfieaeewasobtamedbyanap-

with or has willfully violated any of
the provisions of this article; or _

f. The holder thereof is in default of its
contractual obligations to Metropolitan
Dade County pursuant to a contract to
provide MDTA spervices; or

g Thecontract between the holder thereof
and Metropolitan Dade County to pro-
vide MDTA services expires or is ter-
minated; or
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h. The public interest will best be served
by revocation or suspension; provided,
however, that good cause be shown.

(2) Permits. Upon notice and hearing as here-

" inafter specified when it shall appear that:

a. The permit was obtained by an appli-
cation in which any material fact was
omitted or falsely stated; or -

b. The holder thereof has failed to comply
with any provisions of this article or
any lawful order of the Director; or

¢. The public interest will best be served
by revocation or suspension; provided,
however, that good cause be shown.

(3) Registrations. Upon notice and hearing as
hereinafier specified when it shall appear

a. The chauffeur has failed to comply with
or has willfully viclated any of the pro:
visions of this article; or

b. .The chauffeur has pled guilty or nolo

" contendere to driving under the influ-
ence of alcoholic beverages, model glue
or any substance controlled under
Chapter 893, Florida Statutes, or has
been convicted of same; or .

c. The registration was obtained by an
application in which any material fact
‘was omitted or falsely stated; or -

d. The public interest will best be served
by revocation or suspension; provided,
howmthatgoodeansebeshm

(b)NoauofhwmgAnheuin@uquiredby
this section shall be preceded by a minimum of

ten (10) days’ notice. Said notice shall specify the

Director’s proposed action and the grounds upon
. which the action is predicated. The operator or
chauffeur (as the case may be) may be represented
by legal counsel and shall be entitled to present
his defense to the proposed action. Failure to ap-
pear at a duly noticéd hearing shall be deemed 2
waiver of the right to hearing and an admission of
the acts specified in the notice. All such hearings
shall be conducted before hearing examiner who
shall not have responsibility for the enforcement
of this article and who shallbeduxgnatedbythe
Director, and insofar as is practicable in accor-
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dancemththenﬂesofuvﬂproeeduregovermng
theproeeduremC:rcthourt,uceptasmaybe

- provided in this Code or by rules adopted by the

Board of County Commissioners. All such hear-

: mgsshaﬂbereporhdand,atthemquestofany '
.partytranscribed.

() Finding, conclusion and mcommendctzon.
Within a reasonable time after the conclusion of
the hearing, the hearing examiner shall submit
to the Director a statement of findings, conelu-
sions and recommendations. If the hearing exam-
iner affirms the Director’s proposed action, the
appellant shall pay the administrative costs of the
hearing, unless such decision is reversed on sub-
sequent appeal. The Director shall promptly no-
tify all parties of his-or her decision.

(d) Powers. The hearing examiner shall have

and may compel the production of records, books
and papers, Should the hearing examiner, without
good cause, refuse to subpoena witnesses or compel
the production of books, records or papers, then
any interested party may, without cost to the pe-
titioner, petition the County Court to order the

of any witness or witnesses or order

‘appearance
- the production of any books, records or papers nec-

essary to a fair and proper hearing. Failure of any
witness ordered to appear or failure of any person
ordered to produce bocoks, records or papers may
constitute a contempt of court and may be pun-
ishable as may any other contempt of court.

" (e) Penalties. Suspensions pursuant to this sec-
tion shall not exceed gix (6) months. Three (3) or
more suspensions within any twelve-month pe-
riod may constitute grounds for revocation of the
mﬁﬁme.panit,angimaﬁon.

(D Appeals. 'lheDinctor’sdeuumwbeap—
pealed to the County Manager within ten (10) days
of the date of said decision. Such appeal shall not
stay the Director’s decision. Upon such an appeal,
the County Manager shall consider the transcript
of the hearing and all evidence produced at the
hearing. No further testimony or exhibits shall be
permitted. The County Manager shall, within
twenty (20) days, on the basis of the record estab-
lished before the Director, either affirm, reverse
or modify the Director’s decision.

(Ord. No. 91-130, § 2, 11.5-91)
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Sec. 81-212. Duties of the consumer servic-
es department. ‘
(2) In addition to the duties and responsibili-
ties specified in this article, CSD shall be charged
“with the following duties and responsibilities.
(1) Process, investigate and prepare all reports
required by this article.

(2) Investigate and prepare reports on all_eged
violations of this article.

(3) Enforce the provisions of thns article.

(4) Attempt to resolve complaints received from
any source concerning the industry.

(5) Develop and implement, in cooperation with
the industry, service expansion and im-
provements. ’

(6) Provide technical assistance to the indus-
try.

(7) Perform any other functions asslgned by

the County Manager.

(b) The Director may propose and the County
Manager may promulgate further rules and reg-
ulations to carry out the provisions of this article,
which rules and regulations, when approved by
the Board of County Commssmners, shall have
the force and effect of law.

(c) Whenever in this article a fee is charged or

is required to be paid, the amount of such fee shall -

be established by administrative order of the Coun-
ty Manager approved by the Commission. Such
fees shall be deposited in a separate Dade County
fund and shall be used exclusively to accomplish

the regulatory purposes of this article. The amount -

of each fee established hereunder shall be reason-
ably related to the costs of the services and regu-
(Ord. No. 91-130, § 2, 11-5-91)

Sec. 31-213. Special provisions.

Notwithstanding any provision to the contrary
in this article, the County may enter into a con-
tract with a broker which requires the broker to
provide administrative services related to the pro-
vision of special transportation services. Such bro-
" ker shall comply with all provisions of this article
pertaining to the provision of special transporta-
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tionserviees,‘includingobﬁainin'gaeertiﬁeaﬁeof
transportation pursuant to this article; provided,
however, the broker must contract with a service

‘provider or service providers to provide such trans-

portation -and the broker may not be a service
provider. A service provider is required to comply
mthallprwmonsofthxsamclepettammgtothe ‘
provision of special tranaportation services, in-

cluding obtaining a certificate of transportatxon

pursuant to this article or otherwise complying
with Section 81-203(a); provided, however, a writ-

"tencontractmeﬂ'eabetweenthemmvxder

and the broker shall satisfy the provisions of this
article which would require a written contract be-
tween the County and the service provider. The
special transportation services certificate of trans-
portation issued to a service provider pursuantto
this article shall be autorhatically revoked if MDTA

- determines that the service provider is in default

of its contractual obligations to the broker or the -
contract between a service provider and the bro-
kertomdespeaaltnnsportahonservwesex-
pires or is terminated.

(Ord. No. 92-101, § 2, 9-15-92)

Secs. 31-214—-31-300. Reserved.

ARTICLE V. GENERAL REQUIREMENTS

Sec. 31-301. Applicabihty

All general reqmremenm contained in n this ar-
ticle are applicable to chauffeur applicants and
chauffeurs for nonemergency medical transporta-
tion regulated under Chapter 4, Article ITI, pri-
mmmmmwws»
tion 371 and 872, taxicabs and limousines
regulated under Chapter 31, Article II, Passenger
Mm&msmkhdunﬂerchapursl Ar.
ticle ITI, andspecultrampotuhonmresu

' lated under Chapter 81, Article IV.

(Ord. No. 94-15, § 5, 1-20-94)

Sec. 31-302. Definitions.
For purposes of this article the following defi-
nitions shall apply:

(a) CSD means the Dade County Consumer
Services Department.
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(b) For-hire company means an entity which is-

registered with the Consumer Services De-
partment, which shall minimally provide a
color scheme, including the trade name, cus-
tomer lost and found services and a'system
for handling customer complaints. A for-
hire company may among other things also
provide communication services, contract
_ services to chauffeurs and contract services
 for for-hire license holders.

(¢) For-hire passenger motor vehicle or for-hire

vehicle means any of the following chauf- '

feur-driven vehicles as defined in Chapters
4, 30 or 31 of the Code of Metropolitan Dade
County:
- (i) - Taxicab
(ii) Limousine
(iii) Passenger motor carrier vehicle
(iv) Non-emergency medical transportation
- vehicle
(v) Private school bus _
(vi) Special transportation service vehicle

which engages in the transportation of pas-
sengers and their accompanying property
for compensation over the public streets of
Dade County which complies with Section
319.23, Florida Statutes, as may be amend-
ed from time to time, but excluding ambu-
- lances, vehicles used exclusively for the
transportation of decedents and persons
participating in funeral services, vehicles
used solely to provide free transportation
-services for customers of the business es-
tablishment owning said vehicles, and rent-
al or leased vehicles which rental or lease

does not include a chauffeur; provided, how-

ever, that no vehicle excluded under this
definition shall be used on a for-hire basis
except as authorized by this chapter.

(d) PTRD means the Passenger Transporta-
tion Regulatory Division.

(e) Solicit means an appeal by bell, horn, whis-

: tle, words or gestures for immediate patron-
age of a for-hire vehicle by a chauffeur or

his agent directed at individuals or groups
while the person making the appeal is upon
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the public way or public property, or the

vehicle is parked, stopped, standing or mov-
ing up the public way or public property.
(Ord. No. 94-15, § 5, 1-20-94)

Sec. 31-303. Chauffeur’s  registration; all
types.

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person to drive
any for-hire vehicle over any street in Dade Coun-
ty without first having obtained a chauffeur’s reg-
istration from the CSD pursuant to this section.

(b) Initial application for a chauffeur’s registra-
tion shall be on forms provided by the CSD and
shall be accompanied by a non-refundable pay-
ment of an application and processing fee. Appli-
cation for renewal of chauffeur’s registration shall
be accompanied by a non-refundable payment of a

renewal fee. Registration applications whether ini- -

tial or for a renewal shall contain all information
required by this chapter. Such applications shall
also contain an agreement that the Dade County
operator or for-hire company shall provide for a
color scheme mdudmg trade name, customer lost
and found services andasystemforhandlmgcus-
tomer complaints.

(c) TheCSDandtheMeu'o-DadePohceDepart-
mentshall investigate each applicant and report
all ﬁndmgs. The CSD, or any authorized agent,

shall examine each applicant to determine his or

her knowledge of the English language, Dade
County geography, traffic regulations and chauf-
feur responsibilities as contained in this chapter.

(d) The CSD may issue a chauffeur’s registra-
tion, for such periods as prescribed within the ad-
ministrative order establishing the fees when it is
shown that the initial or renewal applicant:

(1) Holds a current, valid State of Florida driv-
er’s license of the class required for the type
of for-hire vehicle to be operated;

(2) Has taken a one day course in one location,
as directed by CSD, which will ensure that
the applicant is able to speak, read and

write the English language sufficiently to

. perform the duties of a chauffeur; and pass-
es the required CSD oral and written exam
demonstrating his or her knowledge of the
English language, Dade County geography,



